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:Report Criticizes
¥ Unstable Agent

By mcm WINES, Times Staff Writer

highly cias-
sified report sent this menth to
President Reagan criticis-
es the CIA and the FBI for “mis-
handling” the case of former CIA
8ave the Soviet Union details of .
US. in Moscow after
being fired for drug use and mental
instability, sources with knowledge
of the document said.

Howard’s revelations led the So-
viets to execute one of the CIA’s
prime Moscow ct;'ntacts and devas-
tated the agenc § remaining spy.
operations in thea Soviet clpiheh
according to the sources. He elud
FBI agents in New Mexico in 1984
and fled to the Soviet Union but'
recently was reported sighted in
the Caribbean.

The report, by the 11:member
President’s Foreign Intelligence
Advisory Board, has been deliv-
ered to FBI and CIA officials. It is

said to single out for criticism the
top CIA spymaster’s office, the post
of deputy director of operations, for
overlooking repeated blunders in
Howard’s hiring, Screening and his
eventual dismissal.

The document states that How-
ard’s growing troubles went unde-
tected by the CIA until shordy
before he was to be sent to Moscow,
where he reportedly was to become
a “case officer” for one of the CIA's
most valuable informants. Al-
though the CIA caneeled the Mos-
cow duty, the report states, both
the agency the FBI later failed
to ensure that the disillusioned Spy
did not sell his secrets elsewhere.

Among other ‘conclusions, the
report charges that agency officials
acted irresponsibly in firing How-
ard—well after he had been given
vital secrets on U.S. espionage —
:ﬂh:l they uncovered evidence of

abuse, petty thie and
mental instability on hh;o:y
f‘l‘he report ;lao lec‘\:u the C1A
of repeatedly li.uu con-
cerns about Howard to

and
in its later pursuit of Howard.

In addition, it recommends broad
changes in CIA hiring, firing and
employee-screening procedures,
some of which already have been
carried out.

CIA Director William J. Casey,
speaking through an agency
spokeswoman, refused to confirm
or deny the existence of the report
or to comment on the Howard
matter. The FBI also declined com-

foul-up in many years” in internal
CIA operations and characterized
Casey as “very disturbed about it.”

“Here you've got Moscow—the
most sensitive case officer job you
had—and you were sending a guy
todo it who's whacko,” that official
said. “And nobody was told about
it.”

The CIA executive who allowed
Howard to be fired, current deputy
operations director Clair George, is
reported to have come under in-
tense criticism in the in
community in the wake of the
report, though the document does
not link him by name to the affair.
Howard was hired under George’s
gredeeem. John Stein, now the

1A’s inspector general.

The in advisory panel,
a White House oversight unit on
Spying practices, dissected the
Howard case during a broad look at
U.S. counterspy opera begun
last winter after Soviet KGB officer
Vitaly Yurchenko defected to the
United States and then returned to
Soviet custody.

It was Yurchenko who told the
CIA of Howard’s last sum-
mer. The United States was un-
aware that its former agent was
anything other than a troubled man
whose spying career had foum-
dered, but the report was said to
document “obvious” overlooked
signais that Howard posed a poten-
t.ia#zr grave security threat.

example, the report was said
to conclude that the CIA over-

been overiocoked before,” one
m..nld. “The guy was coming

deliberating
over whether to give his Moscow
Secrets to officials inside.
According to the report, a source
said, Howard algo i

‘‘very strange, bizarre’’
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Soviet Union. The calls “set off strongly for hiring Howard_gnd
ahrmbeﬂg"inMoeeowandthe thennotinformingthemm
CIA was informed of them, the  problems. Byt it also rakes the ¥'B]
Source said, but no action was for what one source called a “dila-
taken, tory” reaction to Yurchenko's dis-
In fall, 1984, according to the FBI  closure of Howard's betrayal.
affidavits, Howard flew to Austria According to that source, the
gndwasdebriefedbytheKGB.His FBI was accused of “taking too
information led to the June, 1985, long to get court orders for wire-
arrest of Tolkachev, who reported- laps, which were needed,”-ang for
ly was later executed. A US.  unspecified “delays within the by-
Embassy official also was ousted reauinreeognizingthatl.h'nman
from Moscow. important cage.” T
, Behind that visible damage, Howg:d £%My was Gues-
owever, the cost to CIA opera- tioned y and placed Gifler
tions was immense. “Howard dis- limited surveillance, But he ehaded
closed virtually every active oper-  his shadows last Sept. 21 and fled
ation we had,” one source said. “He  the country. -
wiped out Moscow station.” Times staff writers Robert,
The advisory panel raps the Toth and Ronald J, Otmcon-b-g
CIA’s operations division most  uted to this story. o
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